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ǪǫǞǥǛϝǪǫǗǭǞǛǤǫǗϝǪǨǫǩǪϝϝ

Ǘɼɾɵɸϝͯͭͮ͵ 

Mihimihi 

ñToi TȊ te Whenua, Toi TȊ te Tangata.ò 

The Tuhoe Tuawhenua Trust has started a new project. This project is 

about developing  matauranga-based methods of measuring and 

monitoring biodiversity, which just  means the l i fe in our ngahere, 

awa etc.  

What does this mean? 

There are certain tohu within our ngahere that tell  us whether or not 

certain species are thriving or decreasing. For example: te heke 

kereru, (f lock of kereru), when the kereru is thundering in the ngahere 

i t  is a sign that the kereru is flourishing and the toromiro is fruit ing. 

Paetawa once said, ñharuru ana te ngahere i te manuò A sound that 

has become silent in our ngahere. Such observations become key 

methods of monitoring change in our ngahere.  

òHe manu hou ahau, he pƩ ka rere.ó    

E te tƩ, e te tƑ, tahuri mai ano ki te reo o Te Tuawhenua e 

karanga atu nei ki a koutou katoa, koinei te pƑnui tuatahi mo 

te tau. Haruru mai ana te Wao i te hinga mai o te tƺtara e 

tƩraha mai ana ki raro, koutou ngƑ mate e kore e 

warewarehia, hƑere whakangaro atu. 

TƗnei te mihi whakatau a Te Tuawhenua kia koutou e takatǆ 

nei, nau mai ki ngƑ pǆkƺrero a Te Tuawhenua. 

Here Menu Rip ia is  be ing in terv iewed by Puke T imot i  shar ing her  

knowledge about  what  she observed and learnt  growing up in the ngahere.    



 

 

Why do this project? 

As tangata whenua we have long been part of 

our ngahere, yet currently matauranga or 

traditional knowledge is not recognized in 

how the taiao is monitored by DOC and other 

agencies in NZ. Indeed, the knowledge of 

indigenous people is not recognized across 

the world.  Our project is being undertaken 

in partnership with Landcare Research and 

we aim to identi fy: 

§ a matauranga-based indicators (tohu) 

index for monitoring our ngahere, awa 

etc. ï te taiao katoa, here in Te 

Tuawhenua region. 

§ matauranga-based approaches to 

enlighten biodiversity monitoring in NZ 

and global ly where applicable  

What does the project involve? 

This project wil l  expand over a period of 18 

months in two stages. In the f irst stage we 

are conducting interviews and wananga to 

collect peopleôs knowledge and their 

experiences relevant to this kaupapa. We aim 

to cover 40 interviews from different age groups 

including kuia, koroua and rangatahi, ahakoa 

tane ma, wahine ma to help build this project. In 

the second stage we wil l  produce reports and 

art icles for this purpose on matauranga-based 

biodiversity monitoring. The matauranga wil l 

only be used in a general sense in analysis for 

these reports and art icles.  

Whoôs involved? 

Our team consists of Puke Timoti  as researcher, 

Brenda Tahi as project manager, Kir ituia as 

research support staff and Phi l Lyver of 

Landcare Research overall  project director. We 

are privileged to be working with Phi l who has 

worked with us on kereru research in the past 

and amongst other things was also instrumental 

in the management plan to harvest tƩtƩ on 

Moutohora (Whale Island). 

We hope to involve as many of our people of the 

Tuawhenua in this project. 

ñKo te manu e kai ana i te miro nona te 

ngahere.ò 

Appl icat ions for  th is  scholarship of  up to $3000 are now being accepted f rom 01 March to 

30 Apr i l  in  2014.  Appl icants  should wr i te  the ir  appl icat ion cover ing: 

§ name, gender,  b i r th  date,  contact  deta i ls 

§ connect ion to and in terest  in  the Tuawhenua 

§ your  background and past  achievements in  work (paid or  unpaid) ,  t ra ining, 
educat ion or   contr ibut ion to the whanau,  hapu or  community 

§ detai ls  of  your  planned study or  t rain ing 

§ in tended use of  the scholarship 

§ fu ture aspi rat ions re levant  to  the Tuawhenua and forest  ecology 

§ the names of  two referees who can comment  on your  appl icat ion 
 

Sign and submi t  your  appl icat ion by emai l  to  brenda@tuawhenua.b iz or  in  hard copy to 

Brenda Tahi ,  Execut ive Trustee,  Tuhoe Tuawhenua Trust ,  363a Mataatua Road,  Ruatahuna,  

Rotorua 3046,  by 30 Apr i l  2014. 

Previous rec ipient  of  th is  award was Nicole Bancrof t  in  2012-13 

Manaaki Whenua Scholarship 

mailto:brenda@tuawhenua.biz


 

 

 Honey Season 2014 

Our honey business continues with 2014 being a season to consolidate our learning and to 

increase production and hive numbers. The beekeeping team of Nick Mitai and Te Uamairangi 

Rangihau dealt with a chal lenging seasonða great spring, but a summer that went cold and wet 

at cr it ical t imes impacting on our final harvest. Over this season we have also involved 

alongside the beekeeping team, a number of  new people (Te Kaaho Tawhara, Toby Moon, Roy 

Edwards, Raymond Te Kurapa, Darrell Svenson, Hekenoa Te Kurapa) in the honey business for 

training and work in aspects of the honey businessð  the honey harvest, making hive-ware and 

extraction. And in the office, Kerewai and Wena have provided support in planning and 

procurement which becomes a big job for our growing operations.  

We went through the season with about 360 hives, placed in yards or apiaries set out through 

the valley. Good apiary sites need to be near floral sources in the bush and need to be sheltered 

from cold southerly winds. We tried dif ferent si tes to get dif ferent types of honey, and we also 

found that some sites are better than others for the quantity of honey produced. You may have 

noticed our hives or our bees around your home and garden. With our beekeeping operation we 

have seen the benefits of bees with the poll inat ion and bounti ful  harvest from fruit trees 

throughout the valley. Look forward to this happening consistently in the future.  

The Tuhoe Tuawhenua Trust  would l ike to  thank the many people at  home and out  there that  

have cont inued to support  us s ince the launching of  our brand Manawa Honey NZ.  The 

market ing for  our  product  is  t ru ly put t ing us to the test  but  we keep working on i t  and 

weôre now seeing some pockets of success. Your feedback is really important to us so join 

us on Facebook (Manawa Honey NZ)  to  share your  korero, or  to order some of  our  fabulous 

honey,  check out our websi te  www.manawahoney.co.nz or  just  emai l  us on 

in fo@manawahoney.co.nz. 

Here Nick Mitai  is 

showing Te Kaaho 

Tawhara how to do 

spl i ts .   Before you can 

do spl i ts you need to 

look for  the Queen bee 

which is  real ly hard to 

d ist inguish f rom al l  the 

other  bees i f  you haven't  

had much exper ience. 

K ia kaha Te Kaaho! 



 

 

You know that we have not been doing much in the timber f ield lately as we are undertaking 

market research before we get back into any operations. But i t was great to have Tim Henneveld 

and his friend visit  one day last year to purchase some of our mil led t imber for the many 

woodworking projects they get involved in ( including a community service  making low-cost 

coffins!) When he told us that he makes wooden block sets for children, we sent some timber 

back with him to make a set of wooden blocks for the local Kohanga Reo.  

Tim kindly completed this work earl ier this year and presented us with a big box of different-

sized blocks that wil l last forever and look just beautiful made from Tuawhenua timber. The 

blocks are also a bit  of a puzzle to keep the mokopuna thinking as they have to be put back in 

some order to be able to fit  them in the box. Just shows what just a bit  of t imber can be used 

for!! Many thanks to Tim Henneveld for such a kind thought for our Kohanga Reo.  

A Bit of Timber ... 

Above is a photo of Tane Rua, trustee of the Tuawhenua Trust presents the blocks to the 

Kohanga Reo in Ruatahuna. From left , Hariata Timoti (Kaiawhina), Kuini Rota, Moko Tawhara, 

Rehita Taputu, Kahurere Te Kaawa, Te Wainamu Howden-Riini  (Kaiawhina), Rongamaukahutia 

Howden, Taumoana Howden-Rangihau, Tane Rua, Te Waipunaora Rurehe-Tawa at the front of 

the photo. 


