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Well what a year! 2020 with Covid-19 lockdown and economic 

turmoil affecting everything we do. It couldnôt have ended more 

badly or sadly with the passing of our trustee Korotau Tamiana. 

Korotau became a trustee over 20 years ago and was 

instrumental in the forest and matauranga research we have 

delivered over these years.  

In this edition, we report on a number of initiatives advanced in 

2020 although some research as a whole was affected from the 

Covid-19 lockdown.  

ñE ngǕ pakiaka haere whenua, tǛnei te tangi kǾrihi a Te 

Tuawhenua me Manaaki Whenua ki a koutou katoa kia rarau 

mai ki Ǿna pȊrongo mo tǛnei tau 2020.ò 
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Te Kaahu o Tuawhenua is 

an annual publication that 

presents the activities and 

research of the Tuawhenua 

Trust, in particular those 

undertaken with Manaaki 

Whenua Landcare 

Research. 

Korotau Tamiana, doing what he always did so well, teaching others 

about the life in the bush that he lived and learnt from his elders. Here 

he is explaining the mapara, used as torch in days of yesteryear.   
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W ô I  

Trustees of the Tuawhenua: Richard 

TȊmarae (Interim Chair), Hekenoa Te 

Kurapa, TǕne Rua, Brenda Tahi (Executive 

Trustee) 

T  K   T  T 

The Trust is now at the end of its third 

strategic plan that took us to 2020. We 

remain focused on our long term goals of 

Te Iwi me Te Whenua (developing our land 

and people); Kaitiakitanga (protection and 

enhancement of Tuawhenua ecosystems); 

Te MǕtauranga me te TȊhonohono 

(Knowledge and Networks). 

Most of the past year has been focused on 

dealing with the impacts of Covid-19 but 

some key goals were also advanced:  

¶ Creating new roles and training new 

and current staff into these roles. 

¶ Publishing the documentaries on kereru 

- Te Kura Huna o Te Urewera  

¶ Partnering in a number of research 

projects with research agencies and 

institutes 

¶ Advancing Te Whare o Rehua with 

programmes about pest impacts and 

control, all aspects about te tuna (eels) 

and a journey tracing the history and 

bush life of our ancestors.  

¶ Gaining funding to build a new food 

production hub that will be focused in 

the initial stages as a packhouse for the 

honey. 

¶ Contributing where we can to networks 

in research and other endeavours, 

locally, nationally and overseas. 

T  P : J  C   T 

Our researcher Puke Tǭmoti continued his 

studies this year and research with 

Manaaki Whenua. He now works half-time 

with Manaaki Whenua based in Hamilton, 

whilst remaining a researcher half-time for 

the Tuawhenua.  

In the office, Karioi White is now full-time in 

a multi-faceted role covering inventory 

control, packing and dispatch of orders, 

logistics, label design and administrative 

support for Te Whare o Rehua programme. 

Marama Huiarangi has moved into digital 

marketing for her development covering our 

social media, imagery, website design and 

administration.  

Slaine Rangiahua started with us in 2020 

as a research fieldworker for the More 

Birds in the Bush project. Jim Tahi is 

developing as a project manager for the 

building of our packhouse. And based in 

Christchurch, Donna Hatcher has come on 

board to focus on marketing for Manawa 

Honey NZ.   

N   C 

Puke Tǭmoti has continued to contribute to 

policy development through various 

Ministerial appointments and policy 

initiatives. Puke was a key contributor to 

the development of Te Mana o Te Taiao: 

Aotearoa New Zealand Biodiversity 

Strategy 2020, and was recently appointed 

to the New Zealand Conservation Authority. 

These are outstanding achievements that 

recognise Pukeôs background, his 

knowledge and his ability to be effective in 

policy-making processes.   

With Covid-19 limiting travel, more 

networking was done by webinar in 2020 

than ever before. Webinar technology 

allows us here in Ruatahuna to reach out 

beyond our region, indeed across the 

world, in ways that many had not embraced 

in the past. In November, Brenda Tahi 

presented Manawa Honey and the 

Tuawhenua Trust as a case study to The 

Hirshberg Enterpreneurship Institute of the 

United States held as a webinar 

programme. Our story gained some real 

interest that we are now following up on.  

TƸhoe Tuawhenua Trust in 2020 
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Above:  Itõs August 2020 and Puke Timoti takes his place in the New Zealand Conservation Authority. This 

Authority is chaired by Edward Ellison of Ngai Tahu (centre) and its members, all from different parts of the 

country, are appointed by the Minister of Conservation. The Authority is a national statutory body that provides 

strategic policy advice to the Department of Conservation and the Minister of Conservation. (Photo: DOC website) 

Below: Itõs November 2020 and Brenda Tahi is presenting our case study by webinar to the Hirshberg Institute in 

the US and participants across New Zealand. The case study struck a real chord with the US business experts, who 

took a particular interest in the back story of the Tuawhenua - people and land development, forest research and 

restoration, self-determination by indigenous people. Webinar technology during Covid lockdown worked very 

much to our advantage, enabling us to reach out across the world in fora such as this. (Photo: Brendan Hoare)  
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